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q:m Foothills Community Planning Area is
located between Indian School Rd. on the
south, San Antonio Ave. on the north, city limits
on the east, and Juan Tabo/Eubank Blvds. on
the west. The Foothills lie between the Sandia
Mountain’s sharply uplifted, pink granite, west-
em face and Albuquerque’s east mesa. People
value the foothills proximity to the wilderness of
the Sandia National Forest, the views of the city
they provide, and their own quiet beauty.

In 1996, the Foothills Partnership completed
an analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, oppor-
tunities, and threats of the area. In general, the
analysis pointed out that the Foothills has a
number of strengths, including relatively safe
neighborhoods; good schools, parks, and
streets; young, healthy, well-educated residents;
and a good working relationship with the City.

Speeding and cruising are seen as two prob-
lems, along with a lack of adequate recreational
facilities near residences, a lack of funding for
desired projects, and the feeling that the area is

often taken for granted by the city, due to the
perception that the Foothills area does not need
much attention when compared to other parts
of the city.

The Partnership concludes that the area’s
population, location, and street network offer
an opportunity for developing a model transit
program. They also see the opportunity to estab-
lish a model program to facilitate mixed-use,
infill development, and to take a leadership role
in carrying out the proposed revisions of the
city’s comprehensive plan and zoning code.

Albuquerque Public School redistricting
and lack of water are perceived as threats to the
community.

After identifying and examining Foothills
issues, the Community Partnership will begin
work on three priority issues:

1. Tracking progress of projects funded
through the Capital Improvement
Program (CIP);

2. Zoning and infill policies as they
relate to vacant and underutilized
commercial parcels; and

3. Streetscape design and transit.

These issues and corresponding recommended
actions are discussed in the Priority Issues sec-
tion.

This Blueprint for Action provides informa-
tion about the Foothills planning area and
incorporates the concerns and issues of the part-
nership into the text. This document is an
evolving document and can be used by City
Council, the City Administration and the public
to help them make decisions about allocating
resources most effectively. The Blueprint will be
updated annually.

foothills community 1
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1. Significant community conditions
(Key Findings) are summarized under
each of the City’s seven goals in order to
establish baseline measures that can be
used to evaluate community progress.

2. The Community Profile is divided up into
nine categories based roughly on city plan-
ning services. Community conditions are
analyzed under each category, including
Key Findings & Recommendations.
Categorizing the community conditions by
service areas will help identify the capital
improvements and service priorities in the
community, establish the roles of partici-
pants in implementation, and direct future
coordination among City and other agen-
cies.

3. Priority issues and recommendations,
based on the preceding analysis, are dis-
cussed. The Partnership played a major
role in identifying the priority issues and
is supportive of the recommendations.

The Foothills Blueprint uses a variety of sources
to identify the issues including:

¢ The Community Planning Partnership;

* Youth planning meetings organized by the
Office of Neighborhood Coordination;

* Youth planning meetings organized by the
Cultural and Recreation Department;

* Many City documents including:
Albuquerque Progress Report, Sustainability
Indicator Report, and Area Sector Plans; and

» City staff field observations.

Because information is taken from many
sources, it should be interpreted with caution.
For example, census data may have been com-
piled by tract, block group, or extrapolation
methods. Also, some of the information came
from pure observation with no supporting data.
Nonetheless, we believe the major points
derived from the analyses are useful.

How Can The Blueprint Be Used?

...as a planning tool.

The Blueprint is intended to provide a basis for
actions which can improve the quality of life. It
provides the baseline data needed to under-
stand where we are now, the trends which
explain how we arrived here, and the means to
affect change in the community. It should be
used as a tool to evaluate conditions, generate
discussion and propose solutions to the issues
identified. A step further for the Blueprint and
Community Planning will be to “zoom in” on an
area or neighborhood in need of a more specif-
ic development plan.

...as a budget tool,

The Blueprint contains the community’s needs,

desires, values and dreams and could be used
as a guide by public officials and other policy
makers in their efforts to improve the social
and physical environment in the community.
Using the Blueprint as a budgeting tool would
be one way of shifting the budget emphasis
from department needs to citizen perspectives.

...as a prelude to an Area Plan.

These initial renditions of the Blueprints may
be revised and expanded over the next year in
order to develop them into Community Area
Plans. The Community Area Plans should serve
as building blocks for revising and updating
the City’s Rank I Comprehensive Plan. By com-
paring all the Blueprints and eventually all the
Area Plans, common issues, strengths and
opportunities should surface and lead to city
and region-wide policies. The Blueprints will
be updated periodically and may have individ-
ual components updated more frequently.

If you have questions or want to participate in
planning for the community, call your Com-
munity Planner at 924-3860.

foothills community 3



O ‘anbsenbnq|y jo suszno
ay 01 3dIAIeS paroidwl piemo) ssaisoxd yoen
0] ssedold Suruueld o159jens s,anbionbnqly jo
AD 2y yim ut sjy pope Suluueld AHunwiwo)
oy} moy smoys ydei§ Suimorio; ayj,

‘suonoe s A1) ayl
JO Jnsa1 e se aaoxdull SUCHIPUOD AJUNWIWIOD JI
SUIULISJOP 0} sainseaw aaneiuenb uo sdiysiau
-ued Ajunwwod pue juswaaociduwi] suopeiadp
pue Jusuwdfeuey JO DO SU) YIM oM [[Im

SIdUUR[d AIUNUWWOY)) "SUOHIPUOD IS0} dA0idul
0] suoloe popuswwodal Sunsefins pue
sSuoONIpuOd Aunwiwod jo dyoid e Suidojoasp
£q saA1108[qo om) 151 ay) ystjdwodde o) Jdwape
ue apew oaaey sjuudan(g Ajunwwio) 9yl

SSOUDAIDSJJP 4191}
10} swreiSoid jo sjynsal SUUNSeaw «

suonipuod asoy} aaoiduiy
ey sweiSoid JUSIOYIS pueR dAIIIDYJ
ojui afpajmouy jey) Suiejsuer) «

Spuai} pue SUOHIPUOD IBWOISND
pue Arunuiwod jo Suipuejsiopun
ysSnoioy) pue jusund e Suido2asp «

:Aq £10 9y} u1 suonipuod aaoixduir
ued sjuowpedsp A0 Moy 10} saifojens auwos
S15988NS ue[d 9yl "8661 ‘gz Arenuer pajep ue|d
JuswaBeuey d1Ssreng e Sunjeip Aq Aifenb 201a
-19s aao1dult 0] YOS JUBDYIUSIS © U0 payiequud
sey anbianbnqy jo A1) 8yl uosear siy)
104 "I9pIM MOIS 0] SANUNUOD IDIAISS dY) dPIA
-o1d 0] seoinosar Arejepng ur yimois Suife|
pue 9D[AISS 10} puewWdp 3} usamiaq de§ oy se
‘I9AOMOY ‘9A3IYDR 0} Japiey Sumed sI aAndalqo
SIYL 'Su9zZnId S} 0] adlies Ajienb Juipia
-oid ynm pasSieyd st anbranbnqry jo A1) ayy,

$$a30.4d butuupyq
216330435 s,anbianbnqyy jo A31H
§0 14pd sp Jundan|g Ayjunwiwio)

A3UnWwod s||1y100} ¥




COMMUNITY
BASED
STRATEGIC
PLANNING

Where do we want to be?

Shared Vision (lead)
Community
Partnerships
EPC
Neighborhood
Coalitions

Recommended 5-year
Goals, based on
community conditions.

Goals Roundtable (2 years)
Goals Forum (4 years)

=

POLICY
PRIORITIES
and SERVICE
STRATEGIES

1 RESOURCE

Feedback on conditions
related to goals and other priorities.

ALLOCATION

/I\ How we get there...

Mayor
City Council

Adopt 5-year Goals.
Adopt Service Strategies.
Adopt Annual Objectives.

Community Blueprints

Public Hearings

Service Strategy Reviews

Annual Priority Obj
Resolution

Mayor
City Council

Develop and
propose budget.

Amend and pass budget.

Departmental Proposals
Public Hearings

1 SERVICE

DELIVERY

City Departments
Other Service Providers

Service implementation.

Service Delivery Plans

=

MEASURE

Where are we now?

Indicators Progress

Commission (lead)

Community
Partnerships

Goal Progress

Sustainability Progress

Community Profiles
(in Blueprints)

Goal Progress Indicators
Sustainability Indicators
Citizen Satisfaction Survey
Community Blueprints
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The Foothills
Community Profile



History and Development

History and Development

The Foothills Community Planning Area lies
between the Sandia Mountain’s sharply uplifted,
pink granite, western face and Albuquerque’s east
mesa. Their fan shaped mounds of granite gravel
are easily eroded. Rushing water from mountain
streams carves them, and road and house con-
struction rearranges them. People value them for
their proximity to the wilderness, the views of the
city they provide, and their own quiet beauty.
(Source: Albuquerque’s Environmental Story)

The Foothills Community Planning Area encom-
passes about 11.3 square miles, the second smallest
community planning area, compared to 162.6
square miles in the city. (Source: Albuquerque
Geographic Information Systems, 1997)

Grazing Period

The east mesa and foothills were used as commu-
nal grazing lands by Spanish settlers living in the
valley. In the book, Shining River Precious Land, An
Oral History of Albuguerque’s North Valley by

Kathryn Sargeant and Mary Davis, North Valley res-
idents recall how the foothills were still used as
grazing land in the early 20th century: “The farmers
down in the valley drove their cattle through this
common trail (Ranchitos Road) up to the common
grazing grounds on the Elena Gallegos Grant.”
(John Jacobson, 1920s and 1930s) “My grandfa-
ther, Eulogio Barela, had two or three hundred
head of goats up at Bear Canyon. They were
among the last ranchers in the canyon; traces of
their homestead are still there.” (Ernesto Barela,
early 1900s)

Elena Gallegos Grant: In 1938 Albert Simms, a
dominant landowner, rancher and farmer in the
North Valley, acquired the entire eastern half of the
Elena Gallegos Land Grant from James Norment.
Norment had acquired the 17,000 acres of land for
back taxes in the 1920s. The land lay between what
is now Montgomery Boulevard and the Sandia
Pueblo boundary and included some of the east
mesa, the foothills and Sandia mountains up to the
crest. The Elena Gallegos lands were later given to
the Albuquerque Academy, providing the financial
backbone of the school’s endowment.

foothills community 9
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. Bear Canyon Arroyo
Corridor 1991

High Desert
1994

% Overlapping Plans:
High Desert / Bear
Canyon

Academy — Tramway —
Eubank 1980

CANDELARIA

TRAMWAY
vuuais vi3g OS2

Foothills Sector Plans

the area between Eubank, Tramway, San
Antonio, and the Bear Canyon Arroyo. The High
Desert Sector Development Plan adopted in 1994
is for the area between Simms Park Road, the
Embudito Arroyo, Tramway and the Cibola
National Forest.

The city’s Bear Canyon Arroyo Corridor Plan
was adopted in 1991 to provide policies, regula-
tions and project proposals to guide trail
development, open space acquisition, and
drainage design along the Bear Canyon Arroyo
and other nearby arroyos and arroyo tributaries.
Several miles of trail have been completed and
others are being designed for construction. In
1973 the Sandia Foothills master plan was adopt-

(Source: AG.LS., 1997)

ed by the City. It was amended and became the
Sandia Foothills Area Plan in 1978. The Area
Plan was amended again in 1981 and 1982. The
plan contains policies to control drainage, ero-
sion, and development in the area east of
Tramway between the Embudito Canyon on the
north and the military base on the south.

Land Use and Development Trends

The Foothills encompasses a total of 6,094 acres
of land. Approximately 1,007 acres are vacant
and available for development. Most of the
vacant land is located in the High Desert area

and is zoned for residential uses. O
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26,586 persons, is between 18 and 64 years of age,
while 18% of the population, or 7,392 persons, is
between 5 and 17 years of age. Only six percent, or
2,360 persons are 5 years of age or younger and 9%,
or 3,713 persons, are over 65 years of age. (Source:
U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990)

Income: The 1990 Census reports the median fam-
ily income of the City as $33,746, compared to
$44,544 median family income reported for the
Foothills. (Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990)

Education: Educational attainment is significant-
ly higher in the Foothills compared to the City as a
whole. In the Foothills, 44% of the population over
25 years of age has a bachelors degree or higher,
compared to 28% city-wide. The percentage of 25
year-olds in the Foothills with a high school diplo-
ma is 94%, compared to 84% city-wide.

Children and Youth: Of the 9,752 children under
18 years of age in the Foothills, only 513, or 5%, live
in poverty. This is compared to almost 19%, or 17,623
children, city-wide.

The Foothills has several cultural programs
available to youth. Some of these include the
Museum's Magic Bus Tour and hands-on arts and
crafts workshop; Library’s 1, 2, 3, Literacy Program;
Bicycle Safety Rodeo; and Zoo to You. The
Foothills Partnership has identified a need for
more recreational facilities for children. One sug-

Race and Ethnicity:

(Note: The following

information includes
population numbers White
using entire census Black

tracts that overlap slightly

into the Mid-Heights |  Native Amer.

and East Gateway, Asian

therefore, the numbers
arebasedona Other
population of 41,532 Total

instead of 40,051.)

Hispanic (Any Race)

Albuquerque

NO.
301,010
11,484
11,708
6,660
53,874
384,736
132,706

78%
3%
3%
2%
14%
100%
35%

Foothills Bernalillo County

NO. % NO. %
37,722 91% | 369,445 77%
691 2% 13,199 3%
524 1% 16,296 3%
812 2% 7,386 2%
1,783 4% 74251 15%
41,532 100% | 480,577 | 100%
5853 14% 178,310 37%

gestion the group made is to build a youth center
in the community. Currently, the Eisenhower
Swimming Pool, the Holiday Shelter and the
Mountainside YMCA provide recreational activities
for youth in the area.

Seniors and Special Populations: The Foothills
has 3,713 persons over 65 years of age, or 9%, of the
Foothills total population. Of the population over
65 years of age, only 3.5%, or 132 persons, are
below the poverty level. The Bear Canyon Senior
Center provides a wide range of services to seniors
in the Foothills community. The Foothills has the
lowest proportion of residents with disabilities
compared to the other planning areas.

Poverty: The 1990 Census reports the number of
persons in the Foothills living in poverty as 1,683,
or 4.2% of the population. Of the the ten planning
areas, the Foothills has the lowest proportion of
persons living in poverty.

(Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990)

foothills community 13
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_ SAN ANTONIO

/

MONTGOMERY;

*4

MORRIS

COMANCHE

Dy
W

1. £l Oso Grande Park

2. Onate Elementary School and Park
3. Eisenhower Middle School

4. Eldorado High School

5. Georgia O’Keefe Elementary School
6. Highpoint Racquet and Swim Club
7. John B. Robert Dam / Open Space
8. Lynnwood Park

9. Piedra Lisa Park

10. Sandia Foothills Open Space

11. Tramway Blvd. Bike / Walk Path

_

JUAN TABO

CANDELARjA

VHH3IS V130 ONI

L)

Foothills Favorite Places

Activity Structure of the
Foothills Community

The Foothills Community is primarily residential.
In 1997, there were thirty-four neighborhood
associations representing about three-fourths of
the Foothills area. Neighborhood associations
encourage open communication among neigh-
bors through meetings and distribution of
newsletters. These associations are formed by
the neighborhood residents and serve the com-
munity by identifying issues and encouraging

(Source: Community Identity Final Report)

cohesiveness. The District 8 Coalition of
Neighborhoods meets every other month and
represents about 29 neighborhood associations
in the community. The Coalition provides a
forum for communication between the neigh-
borhoods and the City Councillor, and gives an
opportunity to develop a united voice on issues
in the district.

Most residents work and shop outside the
community. Commercial activity in the Foothills
Community is concentrated at intersections

along Tramway Blvd. and in linear commercial
centers along Juan Tabo Blvd. and along
Montgomery Blvd.

The multi-use trail along Tramway Blvd. and
the trail system of the foothills provide extensive
opportunities for walking, jogging, biking and
hiking.

foothills community 15
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2. Montgomery-Tramway Neighborhood Center:
This 4.3-acre site has been selected for con-
struction of a police minisubstation and a
master plan for the site will consider other
uses such as a park-and-ride, library kiosk,
mini-park, parking area for the trail and recre-
ation/community center. This as an oppor-
tunity to develop the unique community
identity of the Foothills by incorporating the
natural features of the area into the design of
the site and its buildings. The residents of the
Foothills would like to see this site develop
into a community gathering place.

MONTGOMERY BLVD.

‘AATE AVMAVHL

Related CIP Funding Montgomery — Tramway Neighborhood Center Site
(Approved 1997 GO Bond)

* Police Mini-Substation at Montgomery and
Tramway $500,000

Neighborhood Set-Aside Projects

* Landscaping Design/Study: Menaul
(Juan Tabo and Open Space east of
Tramway) $30,000

* Lowell/Spain Median Enhancement —
Phase I (Lowell from Academy
to Spain) $120,000

Approved Capital Outlay Funding
(1998 State Legislature)

* Montgomery/Tramway Neighborhood
Center $150,000

* Academy Medians — designing and
renovating medians $100,000

foothills community 17
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was adopted in the late 1970s, and southern sec-
tions of the boulevard (between [-40 and
Montgomery) were built in the early 1980s.
(Source: Albuquerque’s Environmental Story)

From its inception, Tramway Blvd. was envi-
sioned to be a multiple-purpose corridor accommo-
dating drainage, utilities, a trail, and vehicles.

Commute to Work

Traveling alone is the most common mode of
commuting to work in the city, accounting for
approximately 78% of workers. In the Foothills
about 85% of commuters, or 18,134 persons, trav-
el alone to work. Carpooling accounts for about
12% of the commuters in the city versus only 9%
of commuters in the Foothills. Transit ranked last
with only 2% of commuters using this mode in
the city and only 1% in the Foothills. (Source:
U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990) One issue the
Foothills partnership wants to focus on is pro-
moting transit in the area. This priority is
consistent with some of the transportation prin-
ciples of the Transportation Evaluation Study
(TES), which includes strategies such as increas-
ing the level of transit service as a way of
reducing single occupancy vehicle travel.
Traveling alone has negative impacts on air qual-
ity, especially during the winter months. This is
discussed in greater detail in the Environmental
section of this report.

1% Transit

9% Carpooling

5% Other Means

85% Travel Alone

People Commuting to Work

(Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990)

Transit & Future Transit Development

The Foothills is served by three local all-day tran-
sit routes, 1, 5 and 8, and four peak hour routes,
6, 7, 12, 13, and one express route, 93. The chart
at the left shows the average number of riders for
each of these routes in 1996. (Source: City of
Albuquerque Transit Department) The Com-
munity Services map in the appendix shows the
Suntran bus routes and the on-street bike routes,
lanes, and trails in the Foothills. Bicycling is
another mode of transportation that often gets
overiooked. There are many bike trails, lanes
and routes, but there is a severe lack of connec-
tivity among them making it difficult to reach a
destination in another part of town. Lack of con-
nectivity and bottlenecks at key intersections are

disincentives to choosing bicycling as a way to
get around town. Oftentimes, a trip will begin in
one community and end in another, making
connectivity between communities essential.

One important issue for the Foothills partner-
ship is the desire to promote mass transit in the
area. One opportunity under consideration is the
development of a park-and-ride facility adjacent
to the future police mini-substation at the
Montgomery-Tramway Neighborhood Center.
The 4.3 acre site is located near the corner of
Montgomery Blvd. and Tramway Blvd. between
Spanish Bit and Landau Streets NE. The site is to
include a police mini-substation and a neighbor-
hood transit center and potentially other
municipal and/or private facilities such as a

foothills community 19
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roadway, it does not act as a barrier to pedestrian
travel because there are three pedestrian over-
crossings which allow pedestrians to cross safely.

The University of New Mexico Division of
Government Research reports that 1/4 to 1/3 of
traffic deaths in Albuquerque are pedestrians. In
1996, New Mexico ranked 4th in the nation in
pedestrian fatalities per capita. (Source: National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration) These sta-
tistics make a case for the need for a more
pedestrian-riendly city. The University of New
Mexico Center for Injury Prevention offers work-
shops to interested community members about
pedestrian issues and how to make our commu-
nities walkable. For more information about
arranging a Walkable Communities workshop or
presentation, please contact Joan Sandvig,
Program Coordinator at UNM's Center for Injury
Prevention, at 272-5066.

Transportation Planning and
Congestion Management

The Long Range Major Street Plan Map reflects
long range transportation system policies adopt-
ed collectively by local elected officials. It
provides a framework for the short and medium
range planning and development projects pro-
grammed in the Transportation Improvement
Program for the Albuquerque Metropolitan
Planning Area. The Plan map is attached in the
appendix.

The Middle Rio Grande Council of Govern-
ments published the Albuquerque Congestion

Management System Baseline Conditions Perform-
ance Report in February 1997. This document
provides information pertaining to the extent and
distribution of congestion on the street network in
Albuquerque. Data from this document indicate
that there are no severe congestion conditions,
defined as a delay greater than 80 seconds per
mile, in the Foothills Planning area. A portion of
Montgomery Blvd. between Eubank and Juan
Tabo experiences moderate congestion, defined
as a delay between 60 and 80 seconds per mile,
during the P.M. peak (4-6 P.M.). During the A.M.
peak (79 AM.), west bound traffic on
Montgomery Blvd. between Tramway and Juan
Tabo experiences moderate congestion.

Drainage, Water and Sewer

Some east-west streets are designed to carry large
volumes of water during storms. Candelaria
Boulevard is one example. There are many chan-
nels and arroyos in the Foothills which carry
storm water and runoff from the mountain.
Sewer and water lines are aging. As streets are
redesigned for reconstruction, drainage system
and water and sewer line improvements will be
considered. The Parsons Study, endorsed by the
City Council, notes that decaying infrastructure
deserves continued funding support.

Solid Waste

Residential trash collection is automated through-
out the Foothills. O
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Existing and Projected Number of Dwelling Units in the Foothills
(Source: 1990 Census and Urban Growth Projections)

in the Foothills are less than 10 years old, while
approximately one-third are 10 — 20 years old.
Only a small proportion, about 15%, of housing
structures are more than 20 years old. (Source:
U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990)

New Construction

Seven hundred thirteen (713) building permits
were issued for single-family dwellings in the
Foothills between January 1, 1996 and June 30,
1997. This was the fifth highest of the ten com-
munity planning areas. During the same time
period 13 building permits were issued for multi-
family housing, which ranks as the third highest
of the ten community planning areas. The signif-
icance of this information is that it shows the
Foothills continues to experience growth. Urban

Growth Projections for the Foothills indicate
moderate growth in the number of dwelling units
through the year 2005.

Housing Costs and Affordability

In 1997, the median sale price of existing single-
family detached homes in the Foothills was
$164,900, compared to $126,004 in the metropoli-
tan area. (Source: Albuquerque Board of Realtors)

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development currently defines 30% of gross
income as the base measure of housing afford-
ability. Affordable housing includes rental,
pre-owned and new homes that are available to
all residents. Housing that requires more than
30% of income is considered “unaffordable”.

For about 35% of renters in the Foothills, or

1,873 households, housing costs more than 30%
of their incomes. For about 19% of homeowners
in this area, mortgage payments require more
than 30% of household income. (Source: Human
Services Needs Assessment) While owners and
renters in this area have higher incomes, housing
costs are also higher.

The public sector currently provides six major
programs to assist residents with housing needs.
The Foothills has one City-operated public hous-
ing facility, accommodating 25 households. The
City’s Department of Family and Community
Services operates an active housing development
program, which has been underway during the
last decade. It uses several federal funding sources
including primarily the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG). In the last five years, one
property has been rehabilitated in the Foothills
and made available to low and moderate income
renters. No Affordable Housing units have been
constructed or renovated within the area.
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8 acres: Academy Hills Park, with its dramatic
backdrop of the Sandias; El Oso Grande Park,
tied to the Bear Canyon Arroyo Open Space facil-
ity; High Desert Park, not yet developed; and
Lynnwood Park, a park popular for group pic-
nics, family outings and its scenic character. One
of the City’s newest neighborhood parks,
Crestview Heights, nestles into a neighborhood
setting and provides a rest stop along the
Embudo Bike Trail at the base of one of
Tramway’s pedestrian bridges. There are three
Joint Use facilities shared with Albuquerque
Public Schools in this Community Planning Area.

The Foothills Community Planning Area con-
tains:

* 16 Neighborhood Parks (5 of which are unde-
veloped): Of the 77 acres of Neighborhood
Parks, 47 acres are developed and individual
park sizes range from less than 1 to 11 acres.
Facilities found in Neighborhood Parks
include:

*8play areas *3 game fields * 1jogging path
* 8 unlit tennis courts + 2 full basketball courts

* 2 half basketball courts 1 shelter center
* 1 outdoor swimming pool with building

* 3 Community Parks: All 23 acres of Community
Parks are developed and sizes range from 1 to 14
acres. Facilities found in Community Parks
include:

* 1play area *2game fields < 1jogging path

* 2 Open Space facilities:
* Sandia Foothills « Bear Canyon Arroyo Open
Space

* Trails:
* Bear Canyon < Tramway < indian School +

Embudo

* Pubic Art:

* “Morning Allegory”, Piedra Lisa Dam
* “Mountain Waves”, Piedra Lisa Park

Current and Upcoming Projects

Projects recently completed, currently in
progress, or recently funded in the Foothills
Community Planning Area include: Eisenhower
Pool Renovation, Hahn Park/Roadrunner Little
League Concession Building, High Desert Park,
Holiday Shelter Center, Onate Park Design,
Lynnwood Park Play Area Renovation, and
median landscaping and renovation on Ventura.
Projects which may be funded by the 1997
Quarter Cent Tax revenues include: Academy
Hills Park, Casa Grande Linear Park, and Holiday
#10 Park.

Open Space

The City of Albuquerque Open Space program
began with the 1969 City Goals Program. Early
efforts to preserve Open Space included forma-
tion of the volunteer Open Space Task Force,
later replaced by the Open Space Advisory
Board. Housing subdivisions encroaching on the
Sandia mountain foothills spurred a public effort
to preserve foothill open space west of the
Cibola National Forest boundary. The City began
buying foothills parcels in early 1970s. Local
interest in preserving Open Space is so great that
in the early 1990s the John B. Robert
Neighborhood Association participated in buy-
ing the remaining portions of private land in the
Bear Canyon Arroyo floodplain between Juan
Tabo and Tramway Boulevards in order to con-

Recreational Facilities and Programs

* Holiday Park Shelter Center

* Mountainside YMCA

« Eisenhower Pool;

* Neighborhood Tennis Courts:
Onate, Lynnwood, Glennwood Hills

» Little Leagues: Roadrunner

* Trails: Bear Canyon, Tramway,
Indian School Embudo

* Developed Parks: Onate, Lynnwood, Sunset
Canyon, El Oso Grande, Academy Hills,
Georgia O'Keefe, Holiday, Piedra Lisa

* Open Space: Elena Gallegos, Sandia Foothills

* Senior Centers: Bear Canyon

Cultural Facilities & Programs

* Juan Tabo Library

* Arts in the Parks at El Oso Grande Park

* Concert Band at Lynnwood Park

* Museum’s Magic Bus Tour and hands-on
arts and crafts workshop: John Baker,
Humphrey, Onate, SY Jackson

* Library’s “1, 2, 3, Literacy” Program:
Tender Years, Kids Academy (2), High Point
Day Care, Alphabet Junction, Kids Under
Construction, Eubank Day School, Kindercare

* Explora’s outreach “Pattern Kits”: Hoover
School

* Zoo to You: Montebello Retirement Center,
SY Jackson, Bear Canyon Senior Center

* John Baker, SY Jackson, and Onate attend
daytime performances at South Broadway
Cultural Center

Public Schools

Georgia O'Keefe, SY Jackson, John Baker,
Hubert Humphrey, Ofate, Hoover,
Eisenhower, Eldorado High School

Recreation Outreach Programs

* Bicycle Safety Rodeo: Onate (2),
Hubert Humphrey, and SY Jackson
Elementary Schools

Open Space Cultural Programs

* Traveling Trucks ¢ Fireside Chat Series
* Saturday Morning Hikes ¢ Beginning Birding
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Community Planning Areas. The document also
includes general information about the park,
open space and trail development processes in
the City of Albuquerque and related issues
including general cost information and typical
funding sources. Upon completion of this docu-
ment, a more detailed planning process will
proceed with each community planning area.

Meetings will be held with individual com-
munity planning partnerships to gather public
input about existing park, open space and trail
facilities as well as to determine future needs
within each area.

After School Activities

The Middle School Cluster Initiative is a collabo-
ration between the City of Albuquerque, Albu-
querque Public Schools and the community to
provide after school activities in a safe environ-
ment to “atrisk” students. Each cluster, working
together with the surrounding community,
designs the programs is wants for its children.

The Cultural and Recreational Services Depar-
tment conducted a youth recreation needs assessment
from October through December 1996. The key issues
and recommendations were published in 1997. One of
the general recommendations seeks to involve the
Community Planning Partnerships with the Middle
School Cluster Initiative collaboratives to capitalize on
the expertise of volunteers without duplicating efforts.
In a “Dream On” survey, students from both Hoover
and Eisenhower Middle Schools ranked the wish for

Skateboard and Roller Blade Parks the highest. This

wish is reflected in a recommendation for the City to
consider construction of such a park. Subsequently,
$250,000 was approved in the 1997 G.O. Bond to locate
and construct a skate park in the City.

Next Steps in After School Activities Planning

In addition, the partnership notes that schools are
underutilized in the evenings and could be used
by the community to hold activities and meetings
or by the City to provide services to youth and
seniors. The City and Albuquerque Public
Schools should examine ways to improve access
to public schools for use by the community.

Approved Capital Outlay Funding
(1998 State Legislature)

» Eisenhower Swimming Pool Renovation
$100,000

* Holiday Shelter Center Renovation
$420,000 |
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breaking and entering occurred at a rate of 1.52%.
Drive-by shootings occurred at a rate of 0.03% (13
incidences in 1995), and there were no incidences
of gang-related homicides.

Juvenile Violent Crimes

Juvenile violent crimes were plotted for 1995 by
address of offender. These crimes occurred at a
rate of almost 0.05% in the Foothills area, (19)
cases.

Substance abuse

The Foothills is one of three planning areas with
a low prevalence of illicit substance abuse.
(Source: Substance Abuse Report, 1996)

Perceptions of Safety in Neighborhoods

Since 1990, the Albuquerque Police Department
and the University of New Mexico Institute for
Social Research have collected information re-
garding Albuquerque citizens’ perceptions of
crime and fear of crime through the use of citizen
surveys. Citizen perceptions of police service and
crime are important variables to consider when
measuring the impact of community policing. If
community policing is successfully implemented,
levels of citizen satisfaction with police services
should increase and citizens’ fear of crime should
decrease. In the 1996 survey, the sample was strat-
ified by Community Planning Area. As shown in
the graph, residents of North Albuquerque felt

safest in their neighborhoods. Nearly 50% of
Foothills’ residents also report feeling safe in their
neighborhoods. By contrast, only a little over 20%
of Southwest Mesa residents report feeling very
safe alone at night in their neighborhoods.

Albuquerque Fire Department
Community Involvement

In the coming year, the Albuquerque Fire De-
partment will begin an Adopt-A-School Program
in which fire stations will adopt schools within
their districts an hold events and give presenta-
tions as needed. This arrangement will allow the
fire stations to be more accessible to the com-
munity.

Inventory of Facilities

* Proposed APD mini-substation at
Montgomery and Tramway

« Fire Station #16 at Juan Tabo and
Manitoba NE O
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- Wholesale and Warehousin
 Industrial and Manufacturing

Total

Commercial Land Use in the Foothills

(Source: A.G.l.S, 1997)

Vida Llena, Inc., and Blue Cross Blue Shield.
(Source: U. S. Department of Labor, 1996)

Commercial Land Uses and
Vacant Commercial Land

Commercial land uses account for approximately
170 acres in the Foothills. Commercial land uses
are split almost evenly between retail and services,
with a small portion dedicated to wholesale and
warehousing. There are no industrial or manufac-
turing land uses. (Source: A.G.IS., 1997) The
Foothills is nearly built-out and remaining vacant
land is interspersed among developed land. There
are about 50 acres of vacant land zoned for com-
mercial, office and industrial uses in the Foothills.
(Source: Albuquerque Geographic Information
System, October 1997) These parcels are found
along the major streets such as Juan Tabo Blvd.,
Montgomery Blvd. and Candelaria Rd. The Foot-

hills Partnership identifies infill development as a
priority and suggests establishing a model for infill
development. This is one project the Foothills
Partnership will be working on.

Redevelopment Prototype

There are several older strip-commercial centers
in the Foothills that have excess parking, old
facades and signs, and lack of landscaping.
You'll find examples of these centers along Juan
Tabo Blvd. Many sites need exterior renovation
and in some cases there is an opportunity to re-
design the site itself and use the excess parking
for new commercial or office development.
Renovation and rehabilitation of these centers,
including updating their site plans, are potential
components of a redevelopment prototype. This
is one project the Foothills Partnership will be
working on.
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Water Conservation

We have a big water challenge. The pure, clean
water in our aquifer is being depleted faster than
nature can replenish it. The City of Albuquerque
has adopted a water conservation policy to help
meet Albuquerque’s water challenge. Resolution
40-1995, a comprehensive water conservation
strategy, was adopted in March, 1995 with the
goal of reducing per person water use by 30%
from 250 gallons per person per day to 175 gal-
lons per person per day by 2004. Reaching this
goal means saving billions of gallons per year,
helping to balance depletion and recharge. The
sacrifice is small compared to other desert cities.
Our per capita water usage is 250 gallons per
day, among the highest in the Southwest, and
our rates are among the lowest. (Source: City of
Albuquerque, Public Works Department, Water
Conservation Office)

Residential use accounts for most of the
metered water we consume, 71% of the total.
And half of our households use over three
fourths of this water! In other words, the top half
are using three times as much as the bottom half.
The Foothills partnership identified lack of water
as a threat to the community, as well as to the
City as a whole.

Plague

Open space areas in the foothills east of the resi-
dential developments are known plague-epidemic
areas. Several plague-infected rodents and occa-
sional plague infected cats have been identified.

One human infection occurred in the mid-1970s
(from the East Gateway Community). There is a
continued need for plague surveillance and pub-
lic education activities in the area. (Source: City of
Albuquerque, Environmental Health Department)

Archeological Resources

Archeological sites are nonrenewable resources;
they provide the only available source of infor-
mation on the people and civilizations that
flourished long ago. To the professional and
amateur archaeologist trained in site identifica-
tion and interpretation, these sites provide the
key to understanding how human beings have
interacted with Albuquerque’s environment over
thousands of years. Archaeological sites provide
information that augments the area’s sketchy,
400-year-old written historic record; act as a foun-
dation for interpretive museum exhibits and
educational programs; and provide a potential
focus for recreational and tourist-related activi-
ties. (Source: Albuquerque’s Environmental Story)
Within the Foothills there are a variety of archae-
ological sites which include the Late Archaic
(also called Basketmaker II), Pueblo Il period,
Pueblo IV period, Post Pueblo Revolt, Spanish
contactcolonial, and New Mexico Statehood-
WWIL O
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The Foothills Planning Partnership began meet-
ing during the summer of 1996. Much of the
initial work of this group dealt with carrying out
a “SW.O.T.” analysis, identifying the Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats for the
area, and with developing a vision for the
Foothills. The S.W.O.T. analysis and vision are
summarized below and presented in more
detail in the appendix. These first steps were
carried out by a core group consisting of the
City Councillor, neighborhood representatives
(individuals recommended by the District 8
Coalition of Neighborhoods), a representative
of the development community (a member of
the National Association of Industrial and Office
Properties active in the Foothills), and a repre-
sentative of Albuquerque Public Schools (in this
case, the principal of the area’s high school,
Eldorado).

In general, the analysis pointed out that the
Foothills had a number of strengths including:

» relatively safe neighborhoods;

* good schools, parks, and streets;

* young, healthy, well-educated residents;
* and a good working relationship with the

city.

The analysis pointed out some problems includ-
ing:

* speeding and cruising;

* a lack of adequate recreational facilities
near residences;

* a lack of funding for desired projects,
and the feeling that the area is often
taken for granted by the city, due to the
perception that the Foothills area does
not need much attention when com-
pared to other parts of the city.

The Partnership feels that the area’s population,
location, and street network offered an opportu-
nity for developing a model transit program.
They also see the opportunity to establish a
model program to facilitate mixed-use, infill
development. Finally, the group felt that it was
important to pursue funding, particularly
through the city’s capital improvement bond
program, for desired projects in the area.

As priority projects for the coming year, the
group chose working on mixed-use infill pro-
grams, tracking and seeking funding for capital
improvements, and establishing a “neighbor-
hood reinvestment program,” a city-wide
initiative where capital funds would be directed
to projects identified and prioritized by commu-

nity representatives. As an additional priority
project, the group chose to work closely with
the city’s police and transit departments to help
develop a community police substation in con-
junction with a neighborhood transit facility on
a site recently purchased by the city near
Montgomery and Tramway.

Strengths:

1. Crime prevention programs
Generally safe neighborhoods
Great arterials
Views of Mountains
Open space, trails and parks
Influx of retirement communities

Educational facilities (availability
and reputation)

Networked schools and libraries
Active neighborhood associations

10. Neighborhood associations work-
ing well with City (they are more
sophisticated, there is more of a
partnership)

11.  Supporting community interests
adjacent to Foothills

12.  Elected officials work well together

13. Relatively young, healthy,
educated population

N oGk wN

© o
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The methods utilized in determining the main
issues facing the Foothills Community include:
data from City departments, census data, the
Foothills Partnership SWOT analysis (strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, threats) and input
from the community. As a result, the following
issues have been identified as high priorities:

1. Tracking progress of projects funded through
the Capitol Improvements Program (CIP).

Projects in Progress:

» The Foothills Partnership has begun a
process to keep track of approved CIP
projects in the Foothills, starting with the
1997 G.O. Bond projects. The process
involves using information on the projects
approved in the 1997 G.O. Bond and fol-
lowing their progress throughout the year.

Recommended Actions:

« City staff should obtain project informa-
tion from previous bond cycles and track

the progress of those projects.

« City staff should add a field to CIP and
other city department databases for
Community Planning Area and Council
District identification.

2. Zoning and infill policies as they relate to
vacant and underutilized commercial parcels.

The Foothills is nearly built-out and remaining
vacant land is interspersed among developed
land. There are about 50 acres of vacant land
zoned for commercial, office and industrial uses
in the Foothills. (Source: Albuquerque Geo-
graphic Information System, October 1997)
These parcels are found along the major streets
such as Juan Tabo Blvd., Montgomery Blvd. and
Candelaria Rd. These major streets also have
many older strip-commercial centers along
them. Frequently, these shopping centers have
excess parking, old facades and signs, and lack
of landscaping. Many sites are in need of exteri-
or renovation and in some cases there is an
opportunity to re-design the site itself and use
the excess parking for new commercial or office
development. Renovation and rehabilitation of
these centers, including updating their site
plans, are potential components of a redevelop-
ment prototype. There is potential for creating
mixed-use developments on these sites. Mixed-
use developments support the goals of the
Transportation Evaluation Study that encourage
trip reduction. Furthermore, there is an oppor-
tunity to develop transit stops at these mixed-use
centers which would reduce the reliance on sin-
gle occupancy vehicle travel, another goal of
the Transportation Evaluation Study.

Recommended Actions:
Partnership and community planner should
work together to:

« Establish an infill and redevelopment
prototype for commercial properties

* Review available sites

Establish development criteria
» Determine potential desired mix of uses

* Develop a program to work with
property owners and developers

Three potential sites to start working on:

1) Tinnin Property at northeast corner of
Candelaria & Juan Tabo (includes Laff’s
Comedy Cafe, Valley Furniture
Warehouse, Sonic Drive-In)

2) Sandia Plaza shopping center at north-
west corner of Candelaria & Juan Tabo
(includes Doc Holliday’s Hock Shop)

3) Four-acre vacant parcel at northeast
comer of Candelaria & Juan Tabo,
east of commercial building.

3. Streetscape Design and Transit
Projects in Progress:

Montgomery/Tramway Neighborhood Center:

This site has been selected for construction of a
police minisubstation and a master plan for the
site will consider other uses. A group of resi-
dents from Glennwood Hills has already put
together a list of desired services and amenities
they would like to see at the site. Desired ser-
vices include: police mini-substation, bus stop,
park-and-ride, library kiosk, and space for a
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Existing Proposed
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NOIL: Maor streets are classibed according 1o there anticpated
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shown a5 *Lumited AcCess” have access limitations greater than normally

icipated. Subareas and Corridors are identified for the
intensi (anning and location studbes,

Faciities are shown as existiag f they are officially platted with :

some right-of-way dedicated. not nece

e cessanly the amount needed.
Right-ol-way standards for streets classified by this map and more
detailed intor note

1n the “Addendum o the Long Range Major Street Plan fof the
Albuquerque Urban Area”
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MAJOR STREET PLAN
Albuquerque Urban Area

This Plan Map refiects long range transportation system policies
adopted collectively by local elected officials. It provides a
framework for the short and medium range planning and development

projects in the T
the Albuguerque Metropolitan Planning Area

Program for

ded by the T

C 3
Committee and adopted by the Urban Transportation Planning Policy

Board of the Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments,
March 12,1998
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Approved 1997 G.O. Program

Foot Hills
Location

Parks and General Services Qpen Space

18 Open Space - Renovations
Elena Gallegos

Parks and General Services Parks

19j Park Renovation - Lynnwood Park
19m Park Renovation - Ofiate Park
27d Median Landscaping and Renovation - Ventura Project
Police
58 Mini-Substation
Neighborhood CIP Projects Neighborhood Set Aside
49e Landscaping Design/Study: Menaul (Juan Tabo and Open Space E.
of Tramway)
49§ Lowell / Spain Median Enhancement - Phase | (Lowell Academy to

Spain )

$150,000

$90,000

$50,000

$25,000

$500,000

$30,000

$120,000



:

= IMPORTANT TELEPHONE
NUMBERS @4/9)

TTY USERS: May call any number listed through Relay New Mexico at
1-800-659-8331.

Published by: city of Albuquerque, Department
of Family & Community Services, Office of
Neighborhood Coordination. (fel free toreprint for your publication).



Police/Fire/Rescue (Emergency) 911
Albuguerque Clean Tecam (ACT)  823-4228
Albuquerque Police Department
Crime Analysis Section 768-3282
Police (non-emergency) 242-2677
Police Substations:

Foothills 823-4455
Northeast (8201 Osuna NE) 823-4455
Southeast (800 Louisiana SE) 256-2050
Valley (5408 2nd St. NW) 761-8800
Westside (6404 Los Volcanes NW) 831-4705
Records 768-2020
Telephone Reporting Unit 768-2030

Animal Control (Eastside) 768-1975

Animal Control (Westside) 768-1935

Animal Control (County) 873-6706

Attorney General (Consumer Protection) 1-800-678-1508

Better Business Bureau 884-0500

Burn/No-Burn Advisory 768-2876

City Council Office 768-3100

City Council Hotline (Mtgs., agendas) 768-4777

City/County Information 768-2000

Community Planning 924-3860

County Assessor (Property Ownership) 768-4040
County Clerk (Voter Registration) 768-4090

County Commission Office 768-4000
Crimestoppers 843-7867
Dumping on Vacant Lots 924-3850

Environmental Health Offices 768-2600

(for Mosquito/Fly Spraying, Noisy Neighbors, Noise, Restaurant. Food Poisoning Complaints,

Dust
complaints from Construction.)
Fire (Non-Emergency) 243-6601
Fire Marshal’s Office 888-8124
Firccrackers or Gunshots 242-2671
Garbage Collection Problems 761-8100
Gas Leaks (Days) 246-7474
(Nights, Weekends, Holidays) 880-7300
Graffiti Removal Services 857-8055
Graffiti 24 Hour Hotline 768-4725
Housing Code Enforcement 764-3959
Keep Albuquerque Beautiful (KAB) 857-8280

Landfill Information
Cerro Colorado 836-8764
Don Reservoir  836-8757
Eagle Rock 857-8318
Montessa Park  873-6607

Landlord/Tenant Hotline 256-9442
Library (Information & Reference 768-5140
Mayor’s/CAO Officc 768-3000

Mediation 768-4651



Neighborhood Coordination 768-3790

Neighborhood Crime Prevention  924-3600
Open Space or Bosque ~ 873-6632
Parks Management (7 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Reservations for Parks 857-8669
Lights, Park Maint. Vandalism 857-8650

Poison & Drug Information 272-2222

Public Works Department

Barricades 768-2552
Cockroach Hotline 873-7009
Emergencies (Water, Sewer) 857-8250

Information 768-3650
Pothole Repair  857-8027
Sandbags 857-8025
Sidewalk Obstructions ~ 857-8680
Special Events Permits ~ 768-2551
Street Maintenance (8-5) 857-8025

After Hours (all divisions) 857-8250
Recycling Information 761-8100
Recycling Hotline 761-8176
Ridepool 243-7433
Sheriff’s Department (non-emer.) 768-4160
State Police 841-9256
State Information 1-800-825-6639
Stop Signs (Missing) 857-8028
Streetlights Out/Down Powerlines 246-5890
Suntran Information (Bus) 843-9200
Sunvan Information (Bus/handicapped) 764-6165
Traffic Sign & Speed Information 857-8680
Trees (Obstructing View) 857-8680
United Way Helpline 247-3671
Vehicle Information
Abandoned on Public Streets 768-2277
Inoperable on Private Property 924-3850
Pollution Hotline 247-2273
Wasted Water Hotline 768-3640
Weed & Litter Complaints 924-3850
Weed & Litter 761-8100
(10+ bags/lg. item pick-up - | day before trash day)
Zoning Violations 924-3850

When you make a complaint, be specific, provide addresses and the length of time there has been a problem.
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SUNTRAN ADUTEE

PUBLIC ROADE

£iTY & COUNTY PARKS

AAER DUTBIDEGF CITY LIMITE

OPEM SPACE

COMMURITY GEMTER
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Foot Hills

Community Services



Approved 1997 G.O. Program
Foot Hills
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San Antonio

Juan Taba

T Parks and General Services

B Public Works / Storm Drainage
EE Public Works / Streets

Bl Other

BN MNeighborhood Set Aside

@t UETF Capital Projects

Cibola Mational Forest

Map Scale 1" = 5000’




